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Please open your Bibles to Acts chapter 27 and we will be picking up at verse 1; Acts 27:1.

Last week we found Paul still in prison after two years. Festus, the new governor of Palestine, brought Paul out before King Agrippa and Agrippa’s sister Bernice.

In the process of sharing his testimony Paul suggest that the truly crazy person is the one who rejects the true and rational words of the gospel because they are based on the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

As we continue to make our way through the book of Acts we now come to Acts chapter 27.
Festus has decided to send Paul on to Rome so he, along with some un-named prisoners are put on a ship under Roman guard.

Look here at Acts 27:1: “And when it was decided that we should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul and some other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort named Julius.” 

Paul’s sea voyage to Rome probably began in the late fall of A.D. 60. It was late in the year to begin such a journey across the Mediterranean Sea because of the possibility storms from September to November.

Note the use of the personal pronoun “we” throughout this narrative along with the great detail included make it clear that Luke, the author of the book of Acts was making this journey to Rome with Paul.

[Map]

Paul, along with several other prisoners, boards a boat bound for Rome. 

The prisoners are escorted to Rome by a Roman Centurion named Julius (Acts 27:1-2). 

From Caesarea they set sail and soon arrive at Sidon. From Sidon the ship hugs the coast near Antioch and the Roman provinces of Cilicia and Pamphylia before arriving at Myra. 

In Myra they board a ship bound for Italy. 

Because of the wind, however, the ship is unable to sail directly to Italy. 

Instead, the ship hugs the coast until it arrives near [Nidus] Cnidus, where it turns south toward the island of Crete. (Acts 27:3-7). 

After a difficult journey the ship anchors at the Cretan city of Fair Havens. 

Although Paul warns Julius not to sail the Mediterranean during this dangerous time of the year, the Centurion disregards his advice and has the ship set sail for the western part of the island and the harbor of Phoenix (Acts 27:9-12).

The ship soon encounters a fierce storm which drives it out to sea. 

Storms, strong winds and overcast skies which hide the sun and moon cause the ship to lose control and be aimlessly tossed at sea for about two weeks (Acts 27:13-27). 

Eventually the ship drifts near the island of Malta where it is run aground. 

All two hundred and seventy-six people on the boat abandon ship. 

They grab whatever parts of floating wreckage they can and make their way to the island (Acts 27:37-44). 

All those on the ship arrive safely on Malta, fulfilling God's promise that no life would be lost (Acts 27:22-25).

Paul stays three months on Malta where he is treated kindly by the natives. 

In his short stay on the island he miraculously survives a bite from a poisonous viper, heals the father of the island's governor, then heals the diseases of those on the island (Acts 28:1-10). 

He then boards a ship wintering at the island and set sail to Syracuse and Rhegium. 

They eventually arrives at the Italian port city of Pu-te-o-li, where he stays for one week with Christians in the area (Acts 28:11-14). 

Paul is then taken to Rome on the well-known Appian Way road (Acts 28:14-16).

Maybe it’s because I spent 8 years in the Navy, but I can really identify with Luke’s account of the storm they encountered during their journey.

Look here at: Acts 27:15-20 “And when the ship was caught and could not face the wind, we gave way to it and were driven along. 

16 Running under the lee of a small island called Cauda, we managed with difficulty to secure the ship’s boat. 

17 After hoisting it up, they used supports to undergird the ship. Then, fearing that they would run aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the gear, and thus they were driven along. 

18 Since we were violently storm-tossed, they began the next day to jettison the cargo. 19 And on the third day they threw the ship’s tackle overboard with their own hands. 

20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.

21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up among them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and incurred this injury and loss. 

22 Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 

23 For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, 24 and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ 

25 So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. 

26 But we must run aground on some island.”

27 When the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven across the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected that they were nearing land. 

28 So they took a sounding and found twenty fathoms. A little farther on they took a sounding again and found fifteen fathoms. 

29 And fearing that we might run on the rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come. 

30 And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship’s boat into the sea under pretense of laying out anchors from the bow, 

31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” 

32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ship’s boat and let it go. 

33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you have continued in suspense and without food, having taken nothing. 

34 Therefore I urge you to take some food. For it will give you strength, for not a hair is to perish from the head of any of you.” 

35 And when he had said these things, he took bread, and giving thanks to God in the presence of all he broke it and began to eat. 

36 Then they all were encouraged and ate some food themselves. 37 (We were in all 276 persons in the ship.) 

If you’ve ever been in a terrible storm at sea in a smaller vessel, you can identify with Luke’s description of the shipwreck in Acts 27. 

[Time in the Navy, stuck between two typhoons.]

The details reveal just how frightful this experience was. 

And how, against the backdrop of the human helplessness of this frightening adventure stands the sovereign hand of God, who had promised Paul that he would testify in Rome (23:11). 

The angel repeats that promise to Paul here in the midst of the storm (27:24), shows that God’s purpose cannot be frustrated, even by such powerful forces of nature.

Paul’s testimony, both by his calm demeanor and by his words, would have had an unforgettable impact on the people on board.

Even if you’ve never been in a storm at sea, you have been and will be in many storms in life. 

In some of them, you may despair of life itself, even as everyone on board here did (27:20). 

Paul’s experience teaches us that …
If we will trust in God’s sovereign care for us in life’s storms, He will use us to bear witness to many.

There are three main lessons here:

1. God is sovereign over the storms of life.

The biblical doctrine of God’s sovereignty over all things is one of the most practical truths for us to apply in times of trial. 

When we say that God is sovereign we are saying that He has dominion, power, and ultimate control over everything.

This is a hard concept to wrap our minds around, especially when a tragedy happens. 

If God is in ultimate control and something really bad happens to someone you love, did God cause that bad thing to happen?

The quick answer is no. God never causes evil or sin to happen but sometimes He allows it to happen.

The Judas’ betrayal, the crucifixion of a sinless Jesus, were not caused by God but were allowed by God in order for His ultimate plan to play out.
So when evil, tragedies, and even sin happen, though not caused by God, they are allowed by God and are a part of His great plan.

If these tragedies, at least at some level are not in God’s plan, then God is at the mercy of some greater power! 

It hardly gives comfort to think that somehow God can be momentarily overpowered just when we need His protection the most! 

It is far more comforting to believe what the Bible teaches, that God is absolutely sovereign over everything that takes place, even over the most tragic events in history (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28). 

There are three practical truths that stem from the truth of God’s sovereignty:

A. When things are out of our control, they are never out of God’s control, no matter how humanly impossible the situation.

This ship was out of control (27:15-20), at the mercy of this fearsome storm. 

The power of the wind and waves in such a storm is awesome! 
But in Paul’s day, they were completely out of control and helpless. They did everything they could to keep the ship from breaking apart (27:17), but beyond that, there was nothing else to do. 

Since they had no compass or other instruments, and they couldn’t see the sun or stars, they were lost in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea. 

They were fearful that they might drift 350 miles to the south, where there are dangerous sandy reefs off the coast of Libya (Syrtis, 27:17). 

They jettisoned a lot of the cargo and even the non-essential ship’s tackle. But after doing all that they could do, they were not in control.

But God was in control! He always is! 

This storm did not take Him by surprise. He was not in heaven in a panic, summoning His angels to come up with a rescue plan for Paul. 

God caused the boat to drift 476 miles from the small island of Clauda to Malta, another speck in that vast sea. 

Although the sailors were not in control, God was!
When things in our lives are out of our control, they are never out of God’s control. 

Trust in the promises of His Word of truth!

B. We aren’t necessarily out of God’s will when we get caught in a storm.

Sometimes when we find ourselves in the midst of a sudden storm in life, we wonder if we’re out of God’s will. 

We may be, especially if we got into the storm because of sin in our lives. But we may be exactly where God wants us to be. 

The Lord had told Paul that he would testify for Him in Rome (23:11), but He had not bothered to mention the little detail of this storm and shipwreck!

Matthew 14:22, immediately after feeding the 5,000, Jesus “made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away.” 

The word “made,” which means “to compel by force or persuasion,” shows that the disciples didn’t have much to say about what they were doing. 
The following verses show that Jesus was deliberately sending them into a storm at sea! 

He knew that that storm was coming, but He wanted to teach them His power over storms by walking to them on the water. 

So even though they were in a fierce storm, they were precisely in the will of God for them at that moment.

The point is, God’s will for His children sometimes includes storms.

C. We aren’t ever out of God’s care when we get caught in a storm.

Even though the sailors did not know where they were and had no control over the situation, God knew exactly where they were. 

They never went off of His radar screen. 

And He cared for all of them, even for those that did not know that He exists, as seen by the fact that He spared all of their lives. 

Of course He especially cared for His children on board, Paul, Luke, and the other believers. 
A few months ago I heard on the news about a student running through his school stabbing people in a school outside of Pittsburg.

Sure I carded for the students and prayed for them when I heard the news. 

But once I realized that it was the school that my nephews attend my concern and my prayers were totally focused.

If you are God’s child through faith in Christ, you can be assured that He cares for you in every storm that He takes you through. 

So God’s sovereignty over everything that happens is a source of great comfort for the believer in the storms of life. 

But God’s sovereignty never negates our responsibility. 

To conclude that since God is sovereign, whatever will be will be, and thus to kick back and do nothing, is not biblical.

2. Our responsibility in the storms of life is to trust openly in God’s care for us.

Our text reveals four aspects of trusting openly in God’s care:
A. To trust openly in God’s care is not opposed to using prudence and common sense.

Paul was a man of great faith, and he specifically testifies that he believes God in this trial (27:25). 

Look what he says there in Acts 27:25 “So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told.”

So we can assume that he was trusting God back up in verse 10 when he advised the men in charge not to continue with the trip due to the lateness in the year. 

So we need not assume that Paul had had a revelation from God warning him about the storm. Rather, he was just using common sense. 

After all, he had already been in three shipwrecks, including a night and a day spent drifting in the deep (2 Cor. 11:25)!

But the pilot and ship owner did not like the harbor of Fair Haven for the winter, and along with the centurion decided to try to make the 40 miles to Phoenix. 

The moderate wind that came up fooled them into supposing that they had gained their purpose, and so they launched off into what would shortly become a major disaster. 

The point is, there was nothing wrong with Paul’s using good judgment and common sense. 

Sometimes people imply that trusting in the Lord necessarily means casting reason to the wind and doing something absurd. 

Sometimes the Lord does expect us to do something by faith that those in the world consider foolish because they do not trust in God. 

But we had better be sure that the Lord is behind such things, or we end up looking awfully stupid in the world’s eyes! 

Trusting God and using your brain are not necessarily opposed to one another.

B. To trust openly in God’s care means that we will be different in the storm than those who do not know God.

Paul stands out above all others in this desperate situation because of his calm faith in God. 

It seems that for a while, even Paul, Luke, and Aristarchus lost hope and were fearful, because Luke states at the end of Acts 27:20 that “all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.”	 

The angel’s word to Paul, “Do not be afraid” (27:24), implies that he was afraid. 

After all, he was only human, and when we are overwhelmed by a catastrophe of this magnitude, even the strongest believers can momentarily falter.

But the angel reminded him of God’s earlier promise that he would bear witness in Rome, and he also promised Paul that all on board would be saved. 

So Paul stood up and reminded them of his earlier warning, not just to say, “I told you so,” but to establish his credibility. 

Then he gave them all a word of encouragement concerning God’s promise. 

Later, Paul encouraged them all to eat some food so that they would have the strength to get to shore (27:34). 
He openly thanked God for the food before he ate, unashamedly showing these rough sailors, soldiers, and fellow prisoners his open trust in God.

If we want to stand out in a time of trial from those who do not know the Lord, we’ve got to have a daily walk of seeking God before the trial hits. 

C. To trust openly in God’s care is not opposed to using the means that God gives to get us out of the storm.

The angel promised Paul that everyone on board would be saved (27:24).

But during the final night, the sailors were trying to escape from the ship in the dinghy, under the pretense of laying out anchors from the bow (27:30). 

Paul saw what was happening and realized that those on board needed the sailors’ expertise to get to land in the morning. 

So he said to the centurion, “Unless these men remain in the ship, you yourselves cannot be saved” (27:31). 

So the centurion ordered his soldiers to cut the lines to the ship’s boat, so the sailors could not escape by themselves. 
Also, Paul realized that for everyone to be saved, they needed strength. 

But no one had eaten anything for two weeks, due to seasickness and perhaps due to the difficulty of preparing food. 

So he took bread, gave thanks to God, and ate, encouraging all of them to eat also, telling them that the food was for their preservation (27:34-36).

In other words, although God promised that everyone would be preserved alive, Paul did not assume that it would happen apart from the use of proper means. 

The sailors could not escape, and everyone needed the strength that came from eating. 

In the same way, God has promised that some from every tribe and tongue and people and nation will be in heaven because Jesus purchased them with His blood (Rev. 5:9). 

But they won’t be there unless we labor through our prayers, our giving, and our sending some to go and tell them the gospel. 

God is sovereign to save His elect, but He does it through the means that He has appointed.
D. To trust openly in God’s care means that we will openly witness as God gives opportunity.

When God encouraged Paul through the angel’s promise, Paul didn’t keep it to himself. 

Neither did he make everyone think that he was just a positive person, and that they all should keep a positive outlook as well. 

He used the situation to tell them about God, about his trust in God, and to promise that God would spare all of their lives through this ordeal. 

When he encouraged them all to eat some bread, Paul could have thought, “These are pagan men. 

Why ask God’s blessing on the food in front of such rough men?” 

But rather, he openly gave thanks to God in the presence of all (27:35).

In times of trial, people are especially open to spiritual things. 

When life is out of control, and nothing seems to be working, people are open to hear about a God who is in control. 

We should not hesitate to be bold to tell them about the true and living God and the eternal life that He offers them through His Son, Jesus Christ.

3. God will use our trusting Him in the storm to bear witness to many.

As long as men can devise human ways of coping with the storm apart from God, they will do so. 

These sailors had heard Paul’s testimony that God would deliver them all, but they were going to use their own ingenuity to save themselves. 

But God only has one way of salvation, which is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He won’t let people save themselves in their own ways, or add anything to the way that He has provided. 

Because Paul trusted God and bore witness to God’s promise of deliverance, the other 275 passengers on that ship heard about God. 
No doubt in the days and winter months to follow on Malta, Paul was able to give them the gospel more fully and clearly than he could do on board during the storm. 

One man who trusts God in a storm of life can have a major impact on others who see the reality of God in his life.

Conclusion If you’re going through a storm, He wants you to trust Him. He is sovereign over your storm. 

If you trust Him openly, He will use you to bear witness to many who need to know the Savior, who alone can deliver us from the storm of God’s wrath that is sure to come on the whole earth.
*
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